ENGLISH III SUMMER READING

English III:  Students should read A Separate Peace (ISBN# 0-553-28041-4) by John
Knowles and complete the sheet which asks students to analyze setting, character, and
theme.

*NOTE: A few copies of A Separate Peace and Peace Like a River will be available in
the HGBC bookstore for students to purchase.



A SEPARATE PEACE
Writing Assignment (Due the first day of class; counts as a test grade)
In addition to the writing asignment, you will have an objective test on the novel on the second

day of class.

1. Describe the SETTING (time and place in which a story occurs) of the novel.

2. Write a PLOT SUMMARY that covers the beginning, middle, and end of the book (100
words maximum).

3. List the names of the MAIN CHARACTERS (maximum of four) and provide a 1-2
sentence description for each character.

a.
b.
C..
d.

4. Focus on ONE of the main characters listed above. For this character, find three important
quotations from the book that reveal something about his/her personality. Copy each quotation
(include page numbers where you find the quotation), and explain in 1-2 sentences what each
quotation reveals about the character's personality.

a.
b.
c.

5. A Separate Peace contains an important THEME (central idea or message of a work of literature).
In this novel, Gene and Phineas try to tell readers how friendship causes not only wanting others
to succeed but an inner jealousy or competition between the friends. Identify and copy two
quotations from the book which illustrate this theme (include page numbers where you find the
quotations) or describe two situations from the book which illustrate the theme (include the page
numbers where the situtations take place).
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